
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture readings: 

1. Judges 6:1-6,34-40 

2. Judges 7:1-8a 

3. Judges 7:8b-21 
 

Imagine you’re visiting your doctor 

because you have not felt well and you know 

something is wrong with you.  The doctor listens to 

you, examines you, and does some tests.  When the 

results are in, he says, “Well, I have some good 

news and some bad news.  The good news is that 

we can treat your illness.  A new drug has been 

developed that can cure what you have and is 

available in prescription form.  The bad news is that 

some side effects can result from it in certain 

people.  In fact, if you take it there is a 10% chance 

that you will die from the drug.”  How would you 

feel about that?     

That would cause us some serious anxiety.  

Much thought and some sleepless nights would 

result, as we’d think about what to do.   

How about if it were one chance in three 

that you would die?  Or a 50% chance?  Or a 75% 

chance?  Or imagine that the doctor said that if you 

took this drug you would have a 450 to 1 chance 

that you would die.  Those odds are not ones we 

would jump at taking on!   

When we consider this, we’re starting to 

venture into the realm of the odds that Gideon had 

to deal with.  When he went up against the enemy 

army, the odds were 450 to 1!  But we don’t see 

defeat today.  Rather, we see a lesson for our faith.  

Today let’s consider that to Gideon, “The Lord 

Gave A Faith That Conquers!”  We will see God 

give Gideon and us faith that: 

1. Conquers our inner fears 

2. Conquers the enemies around us 

 

 1 – We need to set the stage for when this 

took place.  This happened in the period known as 

the “judges,” after Israel entered the Promised 

Land, and before kings were over them.  This 

period was characterized by:  

 

1) Israel falling away from God 

2) God sending an oppressor 

3) Their repentance 

4)   God’s deliverance    

 

At the time of Gideon, the Israelites had 

fallen away from God for the fourth time.  

Therefore, he sent enemies from three directions to 

oppress them: “Whenever the Israelites planted 

their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other 

eastern peoples invaded the country.  They camped 

on the land and ruined the crops all the way to 

Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, 

neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.  They came 

up with their livestock and their tents like swarms 

of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and 

their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.”  

The most memorable enemy here are the Midianites 

from the east.  Also included are the Amalekites 

from the east and other eastern peoples.  These 

enemies were vicious. 

They came at the rainy time of year when 

things were fertile.  They even camped and brought 

their cattle!  They were as numerous as a cloud of 

locusts.  They burned the Israelites’ crops, killed 

their animals, and possibly some of their people 

too.  Times were so bad that we hear two 

remarkable things: 

 

• The Israelites would simply abandon 

their cities and villages and live in 

caves during these times. 

 

• The Midianites had oppressed them 

now for seven years so that they even 

cried out to the Lord for help! 

 

 Enter Gideon.  The Lord now came to 

Gideon and said that He wanted him to defeat this 

oppressive enemy.  Here comes the mighty warrior!  

Here comes the political leader!  But… Gideon has 

some fears.  Let’s take a brief look at some of 

Gideon’s fears and the Lord’s answers to those fears.  

If we would have looked back one chapter to where 

the Lord called Gideon, we would have seen that the 

angel of the Lord appeared to him while he is 

 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Des Moines, WA 

July 11, 2010 
 
 

Judges 6 and 7 
 

Gideon - The Lord Gives A Faith that 

Conquers!                 

1. Faith that conquers our inner fears 

2. Faith that conquers the enemies 

around us 

 
 

Hymns: 236 – 419 (vv. 1-3,7) – 405 – 402 

 
All Scripture quotations from the NIV 



threshing wheat in a winepress.  That may not mean 

that much to you.  “Threshing” was the process of 

rubbing off or knocking off the seeds from the rest of 

the plant that had been harvested.  They would often 

do this in an open area with animals and a sled.  

Gideon was doing this with a stick in a winepress, 

which was a small place hollowed out in rock.  He 

was afraid!  The fear of the Midianites was why he 

did this in this way.  It’s a rather sad commentary on 

the times.   

How did the Lord calm Gideon’s fears?  He 

came to him and promised to be with him, and when 

Gideon asked for a sign, the Lord gives him one.  

The angel of the Lord tells him to prepare some 

food, and when it is prepared, the angel touched the 

food and it disappeared in a flash of fire, and the 

angel disappeared.   

 Gideon showed some more fear when he 

mustered his troops to fight the Midianites.  He 

asked the Lord for another sign.  Gideon took some 

fleece (wool), placed it on the threshing floor, and 

prayed to God that if He would really be with him, 

that the next morning the fleece would be dripping 

wet with dew and the floor would be dry (the dew 

in the land of Palestine is rather thick).  Then the 

next night Gideon asked the Lord to have it happen 

the opposite way.  He asked that the fleece would 

be dry and the ground around it would be wet.  We 

wonder why Gideon asked for these signs after the 

Lord had already reassured him.  

How did God reassure Gideon’s fears?  He 

didn’t scoff at these requests (as he had the right to 

do!), but he patiently did as Gideon asked, showing 

him that he could have the power of the Lord with 

him as he led Israel. 

 One final way the Lord calmed Gideon’s 

fears came right before the Israelites were to engage 

the Midianites in battle.  We read, “During that 

night the LORD said to Gideon, ‘If you are afraid 

to attack, go down to the camp with your servant 

Purah and listen to what they are saying.  

Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the 

camp.’  So he and Purah his servant went down to 

the outposts of the camp.  Gideon arrived just as a 

man was telling a friend his dream. ‘I had a 

dream,’ he was saying.  ‘A round loaf of barley 

bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp.  It 

struck the tent with such force that the tent 

overturned and collapsed.’  His friend responded, 

‘This can be nothing other than the sword of 

Gideon, the Israelite.  God has given the Midianites 

and the whole camp into his hands.’ ”   

Did Gideon still have fears as they lined 

up for battle?  When the Lord told him to go if he 

was afraid, he went!  After all, this was 135,000 to 

300!  This was 450 to 1!  For God had reduced the 

number of Gideon’s men!  How does the Lord treat 

the fears of Gideon at this time?  He gives him this 

opportunity to go scout the enemy if he is afraid, 

and then causes this dream to be overheard by him.  

The Lord was giving him a faith to conquer his 

inner fears.      
       You don’t have fears, do you?  What might 

your fears be?  Are you an “anxiety case?”  I used to 

coach volleyball at one of our synod’s high schools 

and I remember a freshman girl who was an excellent 

player, a setter.  She had so much talent!  Her 

freshman coaches wanted to move her up to the 

Junior Varsity squad which had mostly sophomores 

on it.  Before the games she would get so nervous 

and uptight, to the point where it would almost affect 

her performance.  “What if I mess up?  What if I 

make a mistake?  What if I’m terrible?”  A coach 

wants to say to a player like that, “Just go out there 

and DO IT!  You can do it, but you just don’t know 

it!”  The Lord said the same thing to Gideon. 

 

What might you be afraid of? 

 

• Do you fear for your job? 

 

• Do you fear for your family? 

 

• Are you simply afraid of the future?  

Does it paralyze you with fear? 

 

• Are you afraid of change? 

 

• Perhaps you even a fear that God’s 

will is going to be done, which this 

puts control outside of your hands.   

 

As a Christian you may be afraid: 

• That doing the right thing might offend 

somebody 

• To speak up when you should  

• To witness to someone that you have 

contact with 

• To serve in some way at church.  After all, 

you might get criticized! 

• To confront a relative or friend with a sin 

in their lifestyle. 

 

We might feel like Peter sinking in the 

waves with fear and with being overwhelmed. 

 What does our Lord tell us at times we 

have inner fears?  

 

• “A bruised reed he will not break,  

and a smoldering wick he will not 

snuff out.” (Isaiah 43:10) 



• “Do not fear, for I am with you; do 

not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you and help you; I 

will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

 

           Will he come with dreams and voices?  He 

tells us, “Faith comes from hearing the message, 

and the message is heard through the word of 

Christ.” (Romans 10:17)  God still speaks to us in 

his Word.  He also reassures us in his sacraments.  

May we continue to listen to him as he speaks to 

us to strengthen our faith! 

 

 2 – Gideon had more to deal with  than 

simply inner fears.  What about his enemy, that 

135,000-man army which lay before him?  How 

would he ever realistically conquer them?  In fact, 

we read about them, “The eastern peoples had 

settled in the valley, thick as locusts.  Their camels 

could no more be counted than the sand on the 

seashore.”  What an enemy!  Not only were there a 

lot of them, but they were an invading, aggressive 

army.  They had come into Israel’s land! 

 We read how the battle went in our text.  

The Lord won a great victory through the element 

of surprise.  We read that Gideon divided his 300 

men and gave them specific instructions.  They 

would attack just after the change of guard in the 

middle of the night.  This would be a time when 

many of the enemy soldiers would be asleep, when 

the men who just had been on watch duty would be 

very tired, and when the men just coming on duty 

would still be a bit groggy.  At just the right time, 

Gideon would signal the 100 men in his division to 

break the jars in their hands which had torches in 

them, then they would blow on their trumpets, and 

they would shout, “A sword for the LORD and for 

Gideon!”  The other two divisions would follow 

suit.   

Can you imagine this from the Midianites’ 

point of view?  Can you imagine waking up and 

seeing lights all over, hearing trumpets blasting, 

and men shouting?  Usually the trumpet division in 

an army was not that large, so this probably gave 

the impression that a huge army was upon them.  

Now suddenly fear was on Gideon’s side.  You 

perhaps have experienced fear at a sudden surprise, 

when somebody hides in the house and you’re 

totally unaware of where they are, and BAM, they 

jump out and scare you half to death.  You panic!  

You nearly faint with fright!   

 But we know, of course, that there was 

more than simple human fear here.  This is the 

Lord’s battle.  And the Lord put His panic into the 

men of Midian so they began to strike out in the dark 

and attack each other.  And the rout was complete. 

 

 In fact, if we would have read further, we 

would have read how the Midianites fled 20 miles 

south in Palestine before trying to cross the Jordan 

River in a hasty retreat.  We would have read that 

Gideon called out four tribes of Israel to pursue 

them and cut them down as they went.  By the time 

they were able to get out of the land, 120,000 of 

them were dead.  But the rout of the Lord was not 

over yet.  Gideon pursued them into the desert for 

110 miles to a place in the desert where he attacked 

and finished off the last 15,000 men.  The rout of 

the Lord was complete!  And it was devastating!  

 What a messy business!  Don’t you feel 

fortunate that we don’t have to fight battles against 

enemies like this?!  Aren’t you glad that we’re not 

at war?  Or are we?  Do we have enemies that are 

attacking us?  Listen to these verses before you 

make up your mind! 

 

• “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy 

the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 

5:8). 

 

• “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 

hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not 

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 

of the world.  That is why the world hates you” 

(John 15:18,19). 

 

• “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, 

in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to 

do what is good, but I cannot carry it out” 

(Rm. 7:18,19).           

 

 Yes, we have enemies - Fierce enemies!  

They are ruthless and deadly.  They don’t just want 

your physical body; they want your very soul.  Don’t 

underestimate them!  As Martin Luther said, “If we 

could see how many daggers and spears are at 

every moment aimed at us, we would flee to the 

sacrament as often as possible.” 
 Some of you may have read the classic book 

called “The Invisible Man.”  In fact, a movie of that 

name is being planned for release later this year.  As 

the plot goes, a man found the capability of being 

invisible and then turned evil, planning to attack 

people in a reign of terror.  Can you imagine fighting 

an invisible person?  Or can you imagine walking 

around knowing he’s going to attack you sometime 

and wondering where he is and when the attack is 

going to come?  How difficult and frightening!  Yet 

isn’t this what we face every day with the forces of 

evil around us? 

 



 Fortunately, like Gideon, we are not alone.  

We hear Scripture tell us: “The reason the Son of 

God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” (1 

John 3:8)  We have the most powerful friend in the 

universe on our side and he served as our Savior!  

We must remember, first of all, that our Lord has 

conquered our enemies in the war.  Sin has been 

paid for by our Savior Jesus on the cross.  Heaven 

is ours through faith in him!  That comforting 

thought will get us through our battles! 

 We also can remember that in those daily 

battles against temptation to sin and ridicule from 

those around us because of our faith, our Lord is 

with us.  He tells us:  

 

• “God will not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can bear.  But when you are 

tempted, he will also provide a way out so 

that you can stand up under it” (1 Cor. 

10:13).   

 

• “Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, 

nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 

8:38,39).   

 

The Lord will be with us!  But don’t let 

that ever take away your desire to fight these 

enemies.  We may feel so protected, even that may 

be a temptation!  We may not feel like “routing” 

our enemies but instead giving in to the 

temptations.  Rather, may God give us strength to 

defeat these enemies daily! 

 As we close today, think for a moment 

about blind faith.  The Bible does not call upon us 

to have blind faith in everything, but at times we 

must.  The Bible praises such a faith, shown in 

people like Abraham, Noah, David, the 3 men and 

the fiery furnace, Daniel, and many more.  As God 

asks us to trust him in things we cannot see, we 

have been given the blessing of having much 

hindsight, including the ability to hear about 

Gideon’s story today.  We see that the Lord gives 

us a faith: 

1. That conquers our inner fears 

2. That conquers the enemies around 

us   

 

When the Lord calls on us to have some 

blind faith in him, may we respond as Gideon did.  

May we go forward as a warrior, and believe in the 

Lord who will go with us.  And may we pray every 

day that the Lord would give us a faith that 

conquers!   Amen.     


